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he Role/of{English teachers In support of
STEM'education

On the 19th of January, Valtorta had the honour of co-hosting a Diocesan collaborative school event
with Tuen Mun Catholic Secondary School, Tung Chung Catholic Secondary School, and Yu Chun Keung
Memorial College. A seminar entitled, ‘The Role of English Teachers in Support of STEM education’ ,
was held in the hall. STEM stands for: Science, Technology, Engineering and Maths. A great number
of teachers from other Diocesan schools attended the seminar to learn how English can be better
leveraged to enhance student performance in STEM subjects while simultaneously raising general English
proficiency. Ways to foster interdepartmental partnerships were also investigated.

In all, there were eight examples of how collaborative efforts might be achieved and what those efforts
might look like. To this end, Mr. Raymond Lam from our English department shared two projects with
those present. One project was the Form 3 e-learning project conducted last year. Students were tasked
with creating a leaflet using a combination of a written plan and iPads. The other project he shared with
the group involved Form 5 students investigating scams in Hong Kong. The projects he shared were met
with enthusiasm and applause from the audience.

The seminar also looked at developing student skill sets in English to tackle questions. The seminar
looked at ways to deepen and consolidate student knowledge. It was found that while subject-specific
content words and knowledge of concepts and processes are important, what is sometimes neglected is
the English language component. Examples of worksheets were shown where grammatical frameworks
were used to scaffold student learning of key phrases and key parts of speech (verbs and nouns). The aim
of doing this is to improve performance in STEM subjects, especially with regards to the skills required to
successfully tackle answering long questions.

Overall, the seminar was very informative
and was well regarded by all in attendance.
As ever, the strength of the Diocesan family
of schools was brought
to bear in a successful
knowledge sharing
event.

Teachers and EDB officers gather to take a picture.
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